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Monday, October 4th began a four day 

party for the crew ( and spouses) of the 

USS Aeolus. The host hotel for the event 

was the Marriott Springhill Suites. The ho-

tel accommodations were exceptional and 

the service provided by the hotel staff was 

simply excellent ( except for the fire drills) 

which kept us all on our toes at 2330 on 

Monday night followed by a short wake up 

alarm at 03:50 Tuesday morning.  All the  

excitement turned out to just be a prob-

lem with a fire sensor in the lobby. After 

that auspicious start to the week, things 

really got rolling in a big way.  All told, 37 

sailors and spouses enjoyed touring  Nor-

folk (which has really changed since the 

last time many of the crew had been 

there).  

       Tuesday morning started with the bus 

tour departing from the hotel and travel-

ing to the Nauticus facility that houses the 

Hampton Roads Naval Museum and the 

battleship Wisconsin.   

Participants were free to roam through 

the museum while very knowledgeable 

staff members provided interesting facts 

surrounding the exhibits. Then it was onto 

the USS Wisconsin to tour the ship and 

participate in an onboard memorial ser-

vice, honoring those crew members of the 

USS Aeolus who are no longer with us. A 

bell was tolled as each name was read by 

our president, Joe Jesso.  Following the 

service, the tour continued with  lunch  

and a  bus tour of  the  Norfolk Naval base. 

The evening was capped off with dinner at 

the Freemason Abbey.  This restaurant is  

housed in a 138 year-old renovated church 

and has been a favorite of locals in the 

heart of downtown Norfolk for 21 years. 

The food was great and the ambiance was 

exceptional.  

     Wednesday started off with  a riding 

tour of Virginia Beach followed by a trip to 

the Military Aviation Museum. (continued 

on page 2) 
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 The museum is privately owned and houses one of the 

largest collections of vintage military aircraft in the world 

and the majority of them  have been restored to flight sta-

tus and often participate in air shows. Many of the aircraft 

have been used in movies over the years.  

Next it was on to the Norfolk botanical gardens. This facili-

ty begun as a WPA project has grown to some 155 acres.    

The Botanical Gardens houses thousands of plants spread 

across some thirty themed gardens. It is truly one of the 

most beautiful botanical gardens in the world. They were 

in the middle of preparation for the holiday season build-

ing a light show which has been held for the past sixteen 

years and features millions of lights.  

The evening was capped off with a dinner cruise aboard 

the Spirit of Norfolk where the participants were treated 

to an excellent buffet meal and a musical show. 

Our own Carol Jesso was a star of the show. Carol partici-

pated in a dance contest showing off some excellent  

moves.  

      Thursday was left open so that participants could have 

a free day to explore the area with many traveling down to 

Virginia Beach to take in the sites and visit Fort Story with 

one of the oldest lighthouses commissioned by the very 

first United States Congress. Of course no Aeolus reunion 

would be complete without the final night banquet. This 

reunion was no exception with an excellent meal served at 

the host hotel.  

It is with deep sadness that we report the passing of 

the following shipmates. 

John Caudell, YNCS USN/RET passed away in Cornelia, GA 

on December 29, 2009. He was a plank owner and served 

aboard the Aeolus  from 1955 to 1957. John enjoyed the 

Aeolus reunions and he will be missed.  

James A. Miller MM USN, passed away on July 2, 2010 in 

Lincoln, CA. He was 72. James served as a machinist mate 

aboard the Aeolus from 1956 to 1957. He spent a year in 

Guam working at the Post Office at the Naval Base. He was 

a firefighter for the City of Sacramento, CA for 30 years. 

Bennie A. Fontan, ICC USN/RET passed away December 

30, 2009 in Enterprise, MS. He served aboard the Aeolus in 

the 1969 time frame. He was 71 years of age.  Bennie had 

attended several Aeolus reunions. He is survived by his 

wife Shirley. 

 

John N. Bolster CSC USN/RET, passed away in July of 2009 

in Grand Marsh, WI. He served aboard the Aeolus  in the 

1957 timeframe. John was 83 years of age. He is survived 

by his wife, Thelma 

Robert (Bob) Edward Lepak OMC USN  (RET 1972) 

passed away in September, 2010 in Shawano, WI at the 

age of 77. Bob served aboard the Aeolus 5/1/1955 – 

12/1/1955. He last attended the Nashville reunion and 

was a plank owner.   He is survived by his wife , Dot. 

      Beyond the abundance of activities, it always seems 

that the fellowship of shipmates and old friends is the hit 

of the reunion. The hospitality gathering place in the hotel 

was once again the center of shipmates meeting up to 

renew old friendships and swap sea stories. All in all a 

great time was had by all. Much discussion centered 

around the next reunion which will be held in the Spring 

of 2012.  



The Hospitality Suite was the 

place to be. As usual it was the 

gathering place for all the folks 

to meet up, register, coordinate, 

and, of course, swap some more 

sea stories.  Bill Rush, our VP, 

was telling a sea story.  

Memorial Service aboard the USS Wisconsin 

President Joe Jesso announces 

the names of departed  ship-

mates aboard the USS Wisconsin 

Our chariot for the week. They 

took us around very efficiently.  



Dinner at the Freemason Abbey.  

Lunch at the Naval Base Club 

Our Tour Guide on  the Base 



OUR NEXT REUNION 
 

April or May, 2012 
 

PORTSMOUTH, NH AREA 

(SOMEWHERE BETWEEN 

BOSTON AND PORTLAND) 
 

SUGGESTIONS  ARE  WELCOME 

We will elect new officers 

and 

Choose the Fall 2013 Reunion site 
 

PLAN ON ATTENDING 

 

VISIT YOUR OLD HAUNTS 




